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 PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held in The Spetchells Centre at 7:00pm, 25th March 2015 

 

Present 
Cllr B Futers, Cllr G Price, Cllr A Gill, Cllr Ms J Rose, Cllr G Simpson, Cllr A Piper, Cllr Mrs C 
Cuthbert, Cllr Mrs N McGee, Cllr A Reid, Cllr Mrs J McGee, Cllr Mrs E Burt, Cllr G McCreedy, Cllr D 
Couchman, County Cllr Mrs Anne Dale 
 
1415/158 Apologies for Absence Cllr E Dobson 
 
1415/159 Declarations of Interest Cllr Alan Piper – Member of the Prudhoe Gardeners  
      Association 
 
1415/160 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting, held on 25th February 2015 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes 
Proposed: Cllr Mrs E Burt     Seconded: Cllr B Futers 
 
1415/161 Matters Arising  
1415/155  Prudhoe Footbridge over level crossing  
The clerk advised that he had written to Network Rail but a response had not been received as yet.  
Cllr Mrs Burt stated that she had been informed that the reason the footbridge had not been painted 
was because it was expected to be replaced, however this had not yet been confirmed.  Cllr Futers 
and Couchman stated that the bridge was Grade 1 listed and would have to be replaced like for like.  
The clerk offered to make enquiries but also pointed out that the council’s chosen colour of green 
would not be possible as red/cream was standard on the Tyne Valley line.  
 
1415/158 Sports Provision  
Following Cllr Mrs J McGee’s withdrawal from the Parks and Playing Fields Sub Group, Cllr Futers 
agreed to attend any future meeting.  Cllr Price was also happy to be involved should 
numbers/absence dictate. 
 
1415/162 Report of the Planning, Contract and Works Meeting, held on 11th   
  March 2015  
It was AGREED to receive the report 
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson   Seconded: Cllr B Futers 
 
1415/163  

a) Monthly Bank Reconciliations – to receive statements 10th February – 9th March 2015  
It was AGREED to receive the monthly bank reconciliations 
Proposed:  Cllr B Futers    Seconded: Cllr G Simpson   

 
b) Statement of Expenditure from 1st April 2014 – 19th March 2015 

It was AGREED to receive the statement of expenditure 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson    Seconded:  Cllr A Piper    

 
c) Endorsement of accounts paid since February meeting, and authorisation of accounts to pay 

(listed in schedule of accounts to be paid, tabled at the meeting) 
It was AGREED to endorse those accounts paid, and to pay those listed in the schedule of 
accounts (tabled) 
Proposed: Cllr A Piper    Seconded:  Cllr G McCreedy     
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1415/164 Northumberland Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
Cllrs STRONGLY AGREED with the 5 objectives within the Strategy.   
Cllrs STRONGLY AGREED with the actions proposed to deliver objectives. 
Cllrs STRONGLY AGREED with Flood Risk Priorities. 
NO COMMENT was made with respect to suggestions to improve Partnership Funding.  
Cllrs Mrs J McGee and Mrs Burt offered that there should be more emphasis on local communities 
and historical information under ‘Collaborative Working’.   
Cllr Mrs Burt summarised that it was a good, clear document but the proof would be in the execution 
and the results.   
 
1415/165 Condition of Highways and Car Parks in Town Council area 
Cllr Alan Piper explained that he had asked for this item to be placed on the agenda, claiming that 
everyone who walks or drives Front Street is appalled at the state of the road and pavements, 
especially the block paving outside Elizabeth Evans and in front of The Glade.  Cllr Piper also 
reported Castle Road, Castle View and Neale Street as being in need of repair and stated that 
members of the public were expressing that there was no increase in services, although there had 
been an increase in council tax.   
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee reported that the Front Street Development Group had asked NCC to inspect the 
block paving at both ends of the town some time ago.  Cllr McCreedy supported the comments 
made by Cllr Piper and stated that whilst in post Amanda Cryer (NCC Highways) had confirmed that 
Castle Road was on the list for re-surfacing.  Cllr McCreedy went on to say that pot holes are not 
repaired properly.  Cllr Futers stated that there is an opportunity to show Prudhoe in its best light 
when the Tour of Britain visits and looking around the town, even those roads that have recently 
been relayed, i.e. Redwell Road, are breaking up already.  Cllr Futers added that flagstones are 
being lifted at Paddock Wood and tarmac being laid directly onto a sandy surface, questioning 
whether this is standard and/or suitable.   
 
Cllr Reid agreed that the roads were in a terrible state and he was embarrassed as he walked the 
town.  Cllr Reid reported that in reality spending is prioritised on major roads that link towns and 
although work was being done to remedy the situation with temporary repairs, it was likely that the 
situation would worsen, not get better.   
 
Cllr Simpson did not wish to be seen to be defending NCC but set the problem in the overall context 
of Local Government cuts.  Cllr Simpson described that the Street Scape was suffering and areas 
such as Neale Street and the Legion Car Park were in a terrible state but it was unrealistic to think 
that all streets/roads would be fixed, they needed to be prioritised, hopefully with The Tour of Britain 
this would happen. 
 
Cllr Gill questioned why money was wasted getting contractors to temporarily fill potfholes?  Cllr Gill 
also commented that the strips at each end of the Town Centre were not rumble strips to slow 
traffic; they were decorative and should never have been laid in the first place as totally unsuitable 
for the highway.   Cllr Burt responded that Martin King (NCC Highways) had agreed to look at the 
paving on Front Street.   
 
Cllr Mrs Cuthbert and Cllr Futers commented that when the tour visited Yorkshire there was a lot of 
money invested in road surfacing, even in the middle of no-where.  Cllr Price asked about the use of 
the ‘jet-patcher’ for potholes.  It was explained that this cannot be used in built-up areas.   
 
Cllr Burt summarised.  The council would write to Martin King regarding problem areas in the town, 
the Co-op car park belongs to the Co-op and this is their responsibility, with respect to the Legion 
Car Park, unless there is a charge levied for parking, there is no funding available so NCC will only 
temporarily fill potholes.   
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Cllr Piper stated that he thought Central Government had given money towards pothole repair.  Cllr 
Reid refuted this stating that ‘pinch-point’ money was given for Ovingham Bridge. 
 
1415/166 Front Street Opportunity Site 
Cllr Simpson stated that he had asked for this item to be placed on the agenda as following a letter 
to Cllr Davey in October last year (to which no reply was received) a for sale sign had now gone up 
for the site.  Cllr Simpson suggested that no-one has a clue what is going on and although he does 
not wish to relight the divisive arguments of the past, he believed the town was in limbo and NCC 
were very passive in their approach.  Cllr Simpson concluded that he would like NCC to come to a 
meeting to furnish the town council and the public with information relating to development in the 
town, for example the Police Station, the East and the development site, all of which have an impact 
on the Town Centre and how it develops in the future. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt responded that NCC does not own the site so have no power over what happens to 
the land.  Cllr Cuthbert asked who the individuals were in regeneration and development, who the 
town council could approach.  Cllr Simpson agreed that this needed to be identified.   
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee agreed and added that Northumberland Estates should also be asked to attend 
with an update, as they had indicated they would be happy to do so. 
 
It was AGREED to invite NCC Regeneration and Northumberland Estates to a meeting of the 
council. 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson     Seconded: Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert 
 
 
1415/167 Riding Dene Playing Fields 
Cllr Simpson questioned how best to proceed with Riding Dene playing fields in view that at the last 
meeting it was agreed it would be better to separate the 2 parks in order to ensure Riding Dene has 
its fair share of the discussion.  Cllr Simpson acknowledged that the park did not belong to the town 
council but that the council needed to be assured of its future.   
 
County Cllr Mrs Dale offered that she had worked with NCC regarding this playing field since it 
came from Tynedale and she would like the opportunity to speak to NCC to ascertain what their 
realistic plans are, before coming back to the town council and the public.  It was AGREED that 
County Cllr Mrs Dale would liaise with Cllr Mrs Cuthbert in order to establish the future for Riding 
Dene Playing Fields.   
 
Cllr Mrs Cuthbert questioned whether it has been agreed to hold separate meetings for Riding Dene 
and Eastwood Park.  It was AGREED that separate meetings was not specified but separate 
discussion of each facility was.   
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee commented that a shortage of football pitches in Prudhoe and Mickley had been 
cited time and again and this should not be left on the backburner.  Cllr Futers added that families in 
Mickley, who he regularly spoke with at the school, were appalled by the state of the playground 
and play equipment and it deterred them from using it. 
 
1415/168 Allotments 
Cllr Mrs Burt reported a good meeting with the emphasis on bringing Castle Dene allotments up to 
standard.  Previously there was a reluctance to get work done as the land is leased from 
Northumberland Estates, but this reluctance had shifted and there was a willingness to make 
progress.   
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The Town Show is to be held, as usual, on 5th and 6th September at Prudhoe United Services Club 
and the next Liaison Meeting, to which everyone is invited, is 5th October (details will be confirmed 
nearer the time).  
 
With respect to rents and letting, Cllr Mrs Burt reported that it had been agreed that plots would be 
cleared ready for cultivation as opposed to giving free rent, as there was a realisation that it was 
somewhat disheartening to finally be offered a plot then be put off by the workload required in 
preparation for cultivation.    
 
The revised Management Agreement was AGREED, Cllr Mrs Burt described that it mirrored that 
of the National Allotment Association.  Cllr Mrs Cuthbert raised a question about the terminology 
used ‘time to time’ as being very vague; it was acknowledged that this was deliberate.   
 
It was AGREED to issue notice of New Allotment Rules, again it was made clear that these 
would be more in line with those of the  National Allotment Association.  
 
1415/169 Friend Life Tour of Britain 2015 
Cllr Mrs Burt confirmed that the race would definitely begin on Front Street and that The Spetchells 
Centre would act as a Media Centre.  Cllr Mrs Burt suggested that the Events Group might wish to 
contact shops to see if they would like to decorate windows for the race and the town council could 
offer some form of prize. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt concluded that there was a huge package being put together that would come out to 
the parishes, including logos, etc.  It was AGREED to invite the race representatives from NCC to 
the next council meeting.   
 
1415/170 Reports from outside bodies 
Northumberland County Council – Cllr Reid reported that the review of planning had been topical 
and the budget had been agreed. 
 
PCP – Cllr Mrs Burt reported that the ‘Live Above a Shop Scheme’ was rumbling along slowly as it 
was proving difficult to negotiate with people about access to the site.  Cllr Mrs Burt expected the 
planning application for a new build would be submitted soon.   
 
Prudhoe Pathforce – Cllr Ms Rose reported that the combined footpath between Prudhoe and 
Stocksfield would be published soon.   
 
1415/171 Correspondence and Publications 
1. Northumberland County Council: Housing Developer Fund – Highfield Park Play Area 

Letter dated 12 March 2015 from Ms Val Knowles, Leisure Development Officer, Leisure 
Services, NCC. The letter informs the Council that, following an application to the Housing 
Developer Fund in respect of the above play area, Northumberland County Council has 
approved a grant on the basis of the information contained in the application. The grant is for 
capital works to a total of £33,368.00 [the total current balance of the Housing Developer Fund 
for Outdoor Play in Prudhoe] towards the improvement of this play area. Conditions in relation to 
permissions, supply of further quotations [already supplied to NCC], copies of any consultations 
undertaken with children, acknowledgment in publicity etc, are included, along with advice as to 
how to claim the funds. 

 
The news was warmly received.  Cllr Mrs J McGee confirmed that Cllr Mrs Burt had agreed to 
apply to meet the remaining costs from her capital small schemes allowance.  Cllr Mrs J McGee 
also commended the Clerk who initiated applying for more than the original £25,000.  It was 
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AGREED that the group should meet as soon as possible to progress the scheme, consult with 
schools as appropriate and bring a recommendation for approval to the April Ordinary Meeting. 

 
2. Northumberland County Council: Parish Cemetery Double-Charging Issue 

Letter dated 18 March 2015 from Mr Paul Jones, Head of Neighbourhood Services, NCC. The 
letter states that NCC will be making a payment to the Town Council before the end of March. 
This results from consideration of the above issue in late 2014 by a sub-group of the NCC Parish 
Liaison Working Group, following which a formula was agreed by way of recompense to those 
parishes, including Prudhoe, that operate their own cemetery. This recognised “the effective 
double charge that properties in your town have been subject to (since local government 
reorganisation) as a result of charges levied through both the parish precept and the County 
Council council tax charge”.  

 
The agreed recommendations set a level of reimbursement calculated per Band D household, 
with the first five years (to 2014-15) being paid in the current year. The back payment to be 
received this month will amount to £3,779.93. Further payments will be made in the March of the 
two next following years, following which the double charge will be re-assessed.    

RECEIVE 
  

3. Northumberland County Council: Area Planning Committee – West – Notice of Site Visit in 
respect of planning application 
Letter dated 20 March 2015 from Mr Mike Bird, Team Leader (Scrutiny / Regulatory), Democratic 
Services, NCC. The letter concerns the following application: 
General – Prudhoe Hall Ward Planning Ref. 14/04160/FUL 
Proposal: Development comprising the demolition of non-listed buildings, erection of 392 
dwellings (Use Class C3), conversion of Prudhoe Hall and associated buildings to provide 12 
dwellings (Use class C3), improvement works to Walled Garden and associated access, 
landscape and infrastructure 
Location: Former Prudhoe Hospital, Prudhoe Hospital Drive, Prudhoe, Northumberland NE42 
5NT 
Applicant: Gentoo Homes / Homes & Communities Agency, Akeler House, Emperor Way, 
Doxford International Business Park, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear SR3 3XR 

 
The letter notes that, at the Area Planning Committee’s meeting held on 18 March, it was agreed 
to have a pre-committee site visit on Monday 30 March in respect of the above application.  
Meeting by the walled garden at 10:30am. 

 
The site protocol states that two members of the local council are invited to attend, and the letter 
asks that the names of the chosen representatives to be notified to the officer concerned. The 
letter notes that, with a previous scheduled site visit (in Corbridge) the 10.30am start time can 
only be approximate. Queries regarding the visit are to be directed to Vivienne Robinson, 
Principal Planning Officer on 01670 600702 or vivienne.robinson@northumberland.gov.uk. 

RECEIVE  
 
4. Northumberland County Council: Review of Existing Parking Restrictions, Tyne View 

Terrace / Front Street, Prudhoe 
Letter dated 20 March 2015 from Mr Neil Snowdon, Transport Projects Officer, NCC, advising of 
this consultation. The letter is accompanied by a map of the areas concerned, and a response 
form, and the closing date for responses is given as Monday 4 May 2015. The letter notes as 
follows: “Local residents have expressed concerns regarding indiscriminate parking and 
associated congestion problems. It was also been suggested that there has been an increase in 
noise pollution as a result of these issues. In view of this the County Council are carrying out a 
review of the existing parking restrictions in Tyne View Terrace and Front Street”. The letter sets 

mailto:vivienne.robinson@northumberland.gov.uk
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out three specific proposals and their suggested benefits and, in accordance with Regulation 5 
of the Local Authorities Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England & Wales) Regulations 1996 (as 
amended) requests comments on the proposals as detailed and shown on the plan. “It should be 
stressed that this is a genuine consultation and that all comments received will be carefully 
considered…I would urge you to take the opportunity to comment on this important matter as 
any decision taken will be based upon the responses received from residents who take time to 
return the consultation form”.   Responses to the consultation can be made online at 
http://trafficconsult.northumberland.gov.uk. 

 
IT WAS AGREED TO RESPOND SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED CHANGES  
Tabled Items 

1. Mitry-Mory – L’évolution – municipal information magazine for Mitry-Mory, March 2015 
2. Society of Local Council Clerks “The Clerk” magazine, March 2015 
3. Clerks & Councils Direct magazine, March 2015 
4. The Wylam Globe – No. 116, Spring 2015 – Newsletter of Wylam Parish Council 
5. NE43 News – Issue 54, Spring 2015 – Newsletter of Broomley & Stocksfield Parish Council 

 
IT WAS AGREED TO RECEIVE THE TABLED ITEMS 
 

http://trafficconsult.northumberland.gov.uk/

